Ellemford

Ellemford Bridge on the
River Whiteadder

Where it all began.

Membership
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Original membership of eleven gentlemen.
Membership by invitation only, proposed, seconded and balloted for.
Run by Club Council – Preses plus four others.
The inclusion of riparian owners as members.
Physician – to issue sick notes – failure to attend the Annual Dinner incurred
a fine of half a guinea unless the member had a doctor’s note.
Chaplain – said Grace at the Annual Dinner. “In 1857, at the dinner following
the Annual River Competition, when the chaplain was a member of the
Ellem club, the Reverend James Logan of Swinton was called upon to say
grace, he was found to be absent. The secretary had received no apology
for his absence. At a subsequent meeting of the Council, in addition to the
regulatory fine of half a crown, he received a letter of censure for his
forgetfulness. It was his first offence and the Council decided not to report
this “dereliction of duty” to the Church of Scotland Headquarters in
Edinburgh. Such a stance could well be considered autocratic and
unsympathetic, doubly so, because the Reverend was also a very
enthusiastic member of the Ellem Fishing Club and had been a prize winner
on at least two occasions in the Annual River Competition.”
Artist.
Medallist.
Assessor.

Qualifications and Cost
• It was agreed that no new member would be
admitted to the Club unless his "proficiency in
the angling art" had been established
otherwise he would have to undergo a "trial of
skill" to ascertain his proficiency.
• Entrance membership cost one guinea and
thereafter an annual subscription of five
shillings. The annual subscription was
abolished several years later in favour of an
entrance fee only which initially was five
pounds but over the years has progressively
increased and at present is one hundred
pounds. In 1830 a labourer’s wage was less
than one guinea per week!
• For non payment of fees members could be
expunged from the Club.

The Articles of the Club

Travel
Travel in the 1830s was on
horseback. The journey from
Edinburgh over the Lammermuir
hills took anything up to three
days.

The River Competition
Each member would be allowed a servant to carry fishing tackle and the
basket of fish. Fishing took place from 8am until the weigh in at 4pm.
In the early days huge numbers of fish were killed.
“At the Annual River Competition held on 25th April 1834 the recently
purchased set of scales were used for the first time and the winner of the Club
Medal was Mr John Trotter with a basket of trout - eight dozen and seven in
number, weighing nineteen pounds seven ounces.” An average weight of three
ounces per fish.

The Gold Medal presented in 1830
has been fished for every year since.
It is now kept in a locked safe with a
solicitor and only comes out once a
year to be presented at the Annual
Dinner after which it is engraved and
put away again.

The Trotter Medal

The Trotter Medal – The Rule amended in 2012 because the
catch limit on the Whiteadder is now only two trout per day.
Will be awarded for the heaviest two (2) trout caught by any
Competitor except the successful competitor for the Club Medal.

The Dundas Medal

The Dundas Medal
Is awarded for the greatest weight of trout caught by any competitor in
three consecutive hours, the competitor being over forty years of age.

Envelopes and Mottos
Prior to the dinner, the Presses and two members of the Council inspect
the baskets of trout submitted for “weigh in”. Each basket has an attached
“motto” or “nom de plume” accompanied by a sealed envelope containing
the owner’s true identity.
Nom de Plumes used at the Annual River Whiteadder Competition
Non Omnes Omnia Possums
Le Roi S’avisera
Fortuna Fanet Fortibus

We can’t do everything (Virgil)
The king will consider it
Fortune favours the bold

Some more interesting ones:
Recycled senior citizen

Complete Tangler

Better do it than wish it done

There are nae fules like auld fules

One of my favourites:
Alone I did it!! - (Rev. J Logan. Appointed Chaplain of the Ellem Club)

The Annual Dinner

The Annual Dinner - Costs

The Annual Dinner – Balloting and Music

The Annual Dinner – Snuff

Presented to the Club in 1860

Rod Prizes

This rod together with an engraved reel would have cost about £7.
The equivalent today would be in excess of £1000.

Rod Prizes

Conservation

•
•
•
•

The Club also introduced catch limits. From baskets of over 100 fish killed in
1830 the limit is now two fish to be killed in any day.
The Club paid for wooden stakes to be placed in the pools on the river to
prevent netting of fish.
The Club also paid a water watcher to keep a close eye out for illegal
fishing.
We planted a lot of trees in the upper reaches of the river to encourage
insect life for the trout.

The Ellem Club Today
We currently have a membership of 123 in total spread all over the world. We
have 54 active members who actually fish in our various outings to still waters
for rainbow trout.

Our original Exhibition at Paxton House was opened in 2007 by Major Alexander Trotter, Lord
Lieutenant of Berwickshire and direct descendant of one of the founder members. The new museum
was opened by Andrew Douglas-Home OBE.
The plaque displaying the opening by Andrew DouglasHome OBE and naming the sponsors whose kind
donations made the museum possible:
The Ellem Fishing Club
FALLAGO Environment Fund
Berwick & District Angling Association
Sir Gerald and Lay Elliot
McCreath, Simpson & Prentice Trust Fund
Woodland Management Services
Whiteadder Angling Association
Berwickshire Association for Voluntary Service
Paxton House Trust

Lt. Col. George Wood MBE (Chairman), Dr. James Mitchell (President), Mr. Ian
Marrian (Paxton House Trust Chairman), Andrew Douglas-Home OBE (right)

Dr. James Mitchell
(President), with his plaque
naming the museum as “The
Mitchell Museum” in his
honour.

Dr. James Mitchell (President), receives a plaque from Andrew Douglas-Home OBE
(right) as an acknowledgment of his work in leading the Ellem Fishing Club Paxton
House Committee to the successful opening of the new museum.

Views of the museum

Showing several display cases and interactive display

Showing wall information boards, books to browse
and information on international team fly anglers

Showing wall information boards, modern fly
fisherman display and Club memorabilia

To be found on the interactive

Explore – enjoy and learn – the interactive

The Club in 1829 – dress codes and trophies

Our Book

